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VJ DAY, SATURDAY 15 AUGUST 2020 
REFLECTIONS AND REMEMBRANCE

Your chance to reflect about VJ Day and recent events:

Think about what it felt like to see someone for the first time in a long time:

Think about someone you can’t be with:



VJ DAYVJ DAY

WORLD WAR TWO – 
FAR EAST – MAJOR EVENTS

Forgotten Army
				    by T. Harrison

Time seems almost to mock those brave men now;
for they are left, and have now grown old.

Yet, still they fight to right old wrongs; of  which our children should be told; 
Let them learn how they fought, suffered, and died 
In lands never theirs, nor the enemy’s they defied:

How they fought in nameless jungle places,
And died at monsoon-lashed jungle bases; 
Ever tired and hungry in that searing heat,

Sometimes bloodied and bent, but never beat.
And how now at the Cenotaph still they stand despite their years,

As for fallen comrades they shed many well-hid tears,
And teach them; never were braver men found by far 

As those who wear, with pride, the Burma Star.

27 Sep 40	 Japan formally enters a ‘tripartite’ pact with Germany and Italy forming the Axis
7 Dec 41	 Japan attacks the US Fleet at Pearl Harbour sinking and damaging 14 warships  
10 Dec 41	 Japanese aircraft sink the British battleship HMS Prince of  Wales and battle cruiser 	
	 HMS Repulse in South China Sea
8 Dec 41	 Japan invades Hong Kong and Malaya (Malaysia) 
8 Dec 41 	 Japan commences the invasion of  many of  the Pacific island states
11 Dec 42	 Germany declares war on the USA
31 Jan 42	 Allied (Indian, British and Australian) forces in Malaya defeated by the Japanese after 	
	 fierce fighting
8 Feb 42	 Japan invades Burma (Myanmar)
15 Feb 42	 Allied garrison in Singapore surrenders to the Japanese
6 May 42	 US and Filipino forces on the island of  Corregidor in the Philippines finally surrender 	
	 to the Japanese
4 Jun 42	 Four Japanese aircraft carriers sunk by US navy in the Battle of  Midway,  
	 a turning point in the war in the Pacific
7 Aug 42	 US Marines begin first land battles again Japanese at Guadalcanal in the  
	 Solomon Islands
15 Aug 43	 US Navy and Marines commence the retaking of  pacific islands from Japanese forces 	
	 in the ‘island hopping’ campaign
15 Sep 43	 British and Australian prisoners of  war forced to work on the notorious  
	 Burma Railway Throughout
1943	 Fighting continues in Burma between Allied ‘Chindits’ and Japanese forces
7 Mar 44	 Japanese begin offensive in Burma aimed at invading India and attack Imphal and 	
	 Kohima on the Indian border but after fierce and protracted fighting suffer a crushing 	
	 defeat by British 14th Army (The Forgotten Army), under Lt General Bill Slim.
19 Jun 44	 Japanese carrier fleet defeated by US Navy in Battle of  the Philippine Sea
3 May 45 	 Allied forces retake Rangoon heralding the defeat of  Japanese forces in Burma by the 	
	 14th Army
22 Jun 45 	 After fierce fighting US Marines finally capture Japanese island of  Okinawa
5 Jul 45 	 US Marines finally liberate the Philippines from the Japanese
6 Aug 46	 US Airforce drops atomic weapon on Japanese city of  Hiroshima causing  massive 	
	 civilian casualties 
9 Aug 45 	 US Airforce drop second atomic bomb on Japanese city of  Nagasaki
14 Aug 45 	 Japanese Emperor Hirohito orders the nation to surrender
15 Aug 45 	 Japan surrenders to the Allies
2 Sep 45	 Formal surrender document signed by the Japanese signifying the end of  WW2
12 Sep 45	 Unconditional surrender of  all Japanese forces in SE Asia taken by  
	 Lord Mountbatten in Singapore
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SATURDAY 15 AUGUST 2020
10:50am: wreath laying at the Burma 

memorial in King’s Lynn, including the national 
two-minute silence at 11am. 
Watch on the borough council  

YouTube channel.
3pm: Salute to The Forgotten Army 
Share your salute on social media 

#VJDay75WN
9pm: Candle of peace. Shine a light in 

remembrance. Put a light in your window or 
raise a torch to the sky.
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