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Gwen Sevrin was 12 years old by the end of WW2. 

She has kindly offered True's Yard Fisherfolk 

Museum her memories and this exhibition follows 

her experiences.   

Gwen has been a stalwart volunteer at the 

museum for many years, helping out in the Front of 

House and tearoom. She also volunteers at nearby 

St Nicholas Chapel.  
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"I distinctly remember being pushed to safety by my 

mother into the Jermyns store in High Street (now 

Debenhams) when a German plane swept down over 

the town centre firing bullets."  

Gwen 

 

During the Second World War, many people were 
worried about air raids . This was because it was 
feared that enemy planes might drop bombs or gas. 
During the war, bombing killed or injured many 
people. Many who did survive lost their homes in 
the bombing. 

 

WW2 Bombing Facts 

6,720 high explosive bombs 
were dropped over Norfolk,  

70 dropped within Lynn 
borough during 14 air raids. 

300 air raid warnings were 
experienced by West 
Norfolk during the war 
years 

57 civilians killed in the 
Lynn air raids 

31 seriously hurt and 10 
slightly injured  

There were 12 air raid 
warden posts established in 
King’s Lynn. 

 

 

A close up of the King's Lynn Bomb Map KL/SE 3/8. picture: 

Norfolk Record Office 

 

The Bombing of the Eagle Pub 
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There were a number of ways of protecting 

yourself from attack by air: 

 

Air Raid Shelters: Shelters were 
designed to stop people being 
killed or injured by flying glass, 
which killed about 75% of people 
during air raids. They could not 
take a direct hit.  Existing tunnels 
under Tuesday market place 
were adapted into shelters No 
more than 6 people at one time 
could use the market shelters. 

 

Anderson Shelter: An Anderson 

Shelter was made of corrugated 

iron which would be half-buried 

in  the garden. This had soil piled 

on top of it for extra protection. 

Morrison Shelter: A 
Morrison Shelter was a 
metal cage with a steel 
bottom and steel plate top 
and mesh sides. This was 
placed inside the home. 

 

 

Photo Credit: King's Lynn & West Norfolk Borough 

Council 
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Blackout: Planes could spot towns and cities from the 
air at night from the large number of lights. If there 
were no lights, the enemy planes would have more 
difficulty finding the city. In this case, the planes might 
not drop their bombs or would drop them over the 
wrong area. To protect people in cities, the 
Government stopped people using lights that could be 
seen from the air. This was called the blackout. Street 
lights were turned off and people had to point their 
torches downwards. Everyone had blackout blinds in 
the windows of their homes to stop light shining out 
into the street 

Blackouts however did make travelling at night 
dangerous. During a blackout in King's Lynn an 
ambulance driver and a warden drove an ambulance 
off the Purfleet quay, they were unhurt, but 
emphasises the perils of blackouts. 

 

“I remember the first one coming in low from the 
south to the North dropping his bombs, and as it 
got dark one could see the blaze lighting up the 
sky. From the same run in the second German 

aircraft came dropping high-explosives.  I 
certainly expected the entire fire service to have 

been wiped out, but by the Grace of God this was 
not so.  Some firemen were shocked and injured 

however.  I heard that a gunner on one of the 
ships in the Docks opened up and spoiled the 

bombers run over the target.”   

Air Warden Hart, July 24th, 1942 
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'My family took in two evacuees from London. The 

two girls arrived late and we were surprised to see 

how absolutely filthy they were. My mother showed 

them to the room where they would  be sleeping.  

 

Before retiring she went in to check on them and 

found the bed empty. First we assumed they'd run 

away, which was not uncommon, but upon looking 

under the bed we found the girls fast asleep. When 

questioned it was discovered they had never slept in a 

bed their entire lives, always on the hard floor 

underneath their parents bed. It was one of many 

adjustments they had to make. Cleanliness was the 

first which they ultimately delighted with and took 

pride in as time went on.  They were confused and 

sometimes reluctant to try new foods as fresh 

vegetables and fish were practically unknown to them 

but eventually they grew to like them. When their 

parents eventually wrote to them to say it was time to 

return the girls. This concerned me as the life they had 

here was so much better to the one that awaited 

them at home.  

Gwen 
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Some areas were more likely to be bombed than others. 

These areas were called danger zones. The Government 

decided it would be a good idea to move children out of 

the danger zones. They were moved into safer areas, 

called reception areas. In most cases, this meant moving 

children from the large towns and cities to the 

countryside. This was known as evacuation. The people 

who moved to a new area were called evacuees. 

Children, mothers and occasionally grandparents might 

all be moved together. Sometimes, children as young as 

five would have to move without their family. These 

children were known as unaccompanied evacuees. 

Evacuee Facts 

1st  September 1939 twelve 
railway carriages of 
evacuees arrived in King's 
Lynn and were taken to 
schools to be allocated 
homes. 

Throughout the war King's 
Lynn coped with 2,700 
evacuees. 

One evacuee billeted at 
North Runcton later 
achieved fame as Michael 
Caine. 

 

 

‘When you think in terms of 
the Second World War, from 
my point of view, it was one of 
the best things that happened 
to me. For a start, for six 
years, you could only get 
organic food. I grew up 
completely on organic food 
and never any chemicals." 

Michael Caine 

 

 

Photo credit: Getty Images 
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There were lots of people around, men, women and children 

all curious to know what these kids from London looked like. 

We had no idea where we were but we were marched into the 

school and sat down in classrooms. The teacher who came 

with us asked us if any of us wanted to pair up. I looked at the 

boy next to me, I never liked him very much, but at least it was 

a friendly face in a very strange world and we agreed to pair 

up. None of my regular friends came with us. 

Our would be hostesses were let in, no men, only women and 

the reviewing and selection began, rather like the preview at 

an auction. I’ll have him, and that two there will do, that little 

girl with the curly hair. The voices sounded strange, difficult to 

understand but they were obviously speaking English. All the 

women seemed broad shouldered, brown faces, hard weather 

beaten faces, but on the whole they were smiling. 

Us pair were very late in being selected. In fact we were 

beginning to hope that no one wanted us and we would be 

sent home, but eventually we were chosen by a pleasant 

looking woman with a friendly face. We collected our luggage 

and trundled off. 

 

Alan Day, Evacuee from Hackney, London. 

Many children from towns and cities had never been to the 

countryside. In fact one child who left London for Norfolk in 1939 

asked ‘Are we still in England?’  

The experience was different for every evacuee some  found 

themselves in much better circumstances while others much worse. 

The Lynn News reported that some children were  turned away at the 

door and had to stay in temporary accommodation for several 

months before they were moved to permanent billets. In October 

1939, Arnold Allen from Hackney, London was billeted in a disused 

railway coach in Upwell. He was moved to King’s Lynn just before 

Christmas that year. 
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"We had a street party in Beulah Street and all the mothers 

there got together to organise it – tables were set up, 

people brought out chairs, someone provided a piano and 

there were flags and bunting.  

We were lucky to have chickens and it was my job to collect 

the eggs and then deliver them to our neighbours as lots of 

cakes were being baked for the party. 

Everyone had a great time and we children were given 

sweets and oranges.”  

Gwen 

The war in Europe ended 

on 7 May 1945.  Winston 

Churchill declared a 

national holiday on 8th 

May. It was a time of 

celebration and street 

parties were common. Some 

ration restrictions were 

relaxed such as the 

purchase of bunting to aid 

the celebrations. 

 

 

Above: A North End VE Day Street Party.  

Below: the residents of George Street 
celebrating VE Day 


